The State of New Hampshie
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Thomas 5. Burack. Commissioner
Mardh 25, 2008

The Honorable Martha Fulier Clirk, Chairman

Enerey, Environment, and Economie Development Commmities
Legislative Offiee Building, Room 303

Concord. New Hampshire 03301

Re: HB 1579 - N, establishing 2 commission to study issues rebating to land
development and land development resulation in New Hampshire,

Dear Charrman Foller Clarks

Thank you for the ppporiunity 1o comment on HE 1579-FN which would estallish a
commission to study issues relating o land development and land regulation in New Hampshire.
The Department of Eovironmental Services supports this bill.

New Hampshire has Just experienced over two decades of high arowth, which is expected
1o continue into the future, This growth will continue o pose many chullenges at the local,
reional and state level that need 1o he addressed in an integrated fashion going forward 1o ensure
the rieht balance heoween economic development and environmental protection. These
challenges increase every year i part because the “easy” sites have been developed in many
communities, lcaving sites for development that are more complex and that frequently include, or
are near, more environmentally sensitive areas, It 1s well recognizad that land development has
environmental impacts and that these can he betier managed: Stormwater quality can be
improved, development footprints can be reduced, important wetlands resources afforded better
protection, and drinking water supplies betler preserved for @ sustainable future. 1 is also
recognized that these environmental concerns need to be considered in concert with the need 10
sustain a strong economy and address related 155ues such as development of affordable housing to
matntain @ compelitive work forge.

HE 1579 ereates 4 commission with diverse membership that will provide [or a robust
examination and discussion of these 1ssues. This will lead to an evaluation of existing regulatory
structures al the local and state level, and consideration of the possibility to develop more creative
and effective alternatives Tor land development regulation.

Thank vou for this eppartunity 1o comment on the bill. Please feel free to call me at 271
15073, or Rene Pelletier 1 271-2951, if you hiave any questions or need additional information or
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Very troly yours,

A p [l
annTYeA
-Fr.'.- Tlu;mua 8, Burack
Cammissioner
coo Representative Day
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